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Sir: 

In satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in accordance with the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants wish to draw the attention of the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office to the references cited on the accompanying Form 1449. A copy of reference 
A128 is attached. Since copies of the other cited references were provided either by Applicants or 
by the Examiner in U.S. Application Serial No. 09/189,543 (filed 1 1/10/1998), of which the present 
application is a continuing application, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), no copies of these 
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None of the foregoing references are believed to disclose the invention as claimed. Nothing 
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document shall not be construed as an admission that a search has been made or that better art does 
not exist. 

As required by M.P.E.P. §2001. 06(b), Applicants note that the present application is related 
to the following patent applications: 
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